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January  21 ,  2024

Dear  Monroe Fami ly  o f  Par ishes  & MCES Parents ,

We are  wr i t ing  to  share  some impor tan t  news about  the  Monroe Catho l i c  E lementary  Schoo ls  communi ty .  

A f te r  care fu l  cons idera t ion  and thorough eva lua t ion  by  exper ts  o f  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  1916 St .  John Campus
schoo l  bu i ld ing ,  i t  has  become ev ident  tha t  essent ia l  upgrades  wou ld  be  necessary  to  ensure  the  fu tu re
sa fe ty  and we l l -be ing  o f  our  s tudents ,  s ta f f ,  and v is i to rs .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  f inanc ia l  s t ra in  on  St .  John the
Bapt is t  par ish  has  made i t  cha l leng ing  to  fund these c ruc ia l  renovat ions ,  lead ing  us  to  make th is  dec is ion :
St .  John Campus schoo l  bu i ld ing  w i l l  no  longer  be  used fo r  MCES a f te r  the  conc lus ion  o f  the  cur ren t  schoo l
year .  P lease know tha t  there  are  no  concerns  about  the  sa fe ty  o f  the  bu i ld ing  in  the  immedia te  fu tu re ;  ra ther
we are  look ing  ahead a t  fu tu re  major  expend i tu res  tha t  wou ld  be  cos t -p roh ib i t i ve .  

I  want  to  emphas ize  tha t  the  educat iona l  miss ion  o f  our  th ree  par ishes  and MCES in  the  C i ty  o f  Monroe
remains  unwaver ing .  Mr .  Kub ik  and the  MCES Leadersh ip  have been d i l igen t ly  deve lop ing  a  p lan  to
imp lement  th is  change as  par t  o f  an  in te rna l  s t ra teg ic  p lan .  Beg inn ing  th is  fa l l ,  our  2nd grade w i l l  be
re loca ted  to  the  St .  M ichae l  Campus,  a t  510 W.  Fron t  S t ree t ,  jo in ing  our  in fan t  th rough 1s t  g rade c lasses .
Meanwhi le ,  our  3 rd  and 4 th  g rades  w i l l  f ind  a  new home a t  S t .  Mary  Campus,  a t  151 N.  Monroe St ree t ,  w i th
our  5 th  th rough 8 th  g rade s tudents .  The St .  John ac t iv i t ies  bu i ld ing  (gym and ca fe te r ia  s ide  o f  the  bu i ld ing)
w i l l  remain  in  use  fo r  Par ish  and CYO events .  The fu tu re  o f  the  schoo l  bu i ld ing  i t se l f  w i l l  be  de termined by
the  par ish  a t  a  la te r  da te .

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  no te  tha t  MCES has  had and cont inues  to  have s tab le  enro l lment .  Th is  dec is ion  is  no t
based on  any  concern  w i th  MCES’  enro l lment  o r  f inances ,  bu t  ra ther  on  our  des i re  to  serve  as  respons ib le
s tewards  o f  S t .  John Par ish ’s  resources ,  wh ich  must  be  pro tec ted  to  ensure  the  par ish ’s  v iab i l i t y .  The legacy
of  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Schoo l  and MCES-St .  John Campus w i l l  fo rever  ho ld  a  spec ia l  p lace  in  our  hear ts ,
and we are  gra te fu l  fo r  the  memor ies ,  ach ievements ,  and communi ty  tha t  has  th r ived  w i th in  i t s  wa l ls .  

P lease be  assured tha t  the  facu l ty  and s ta f f  o f  MCES are  commi t ted  to  p rov id ing  the  necessary  suppor t  and
resources  to  make th is  t rans i t ion  as  seamless  as  poss ib le .  There  is  room a t  bo th  S t .  M ichae l  and St .  Mary  to
comfor tab ly  accommodate  the  incoming c lasses ,  and we are  exc i ted  to  b r ing  together  these expanded
communi t ies .  We are  a lso  gra te fu l  tha t  our  bu i ld ings  are  loca ted  in  such c lose  prox imi ty ,  wh ich  w i l l  fac i l i ta te
an eas ie r  ad jus tment  fo r  a l l .  We have ou t l ined  many add i t iona l  ques t ions  you may have on  a  Frequent ly
Asked Quest ions  document  (FAQ)  found on  the  schoo l  webs i te :  www.mcesmonroe.com.  

Whi le  we w i l l  no  longer  use  the  St .  John Campus fo r  day  schoo l  p rograms,  we car ry  fo rward  the  sp i r i t ,
va lues ,  and sense o f  communi ty  tha t  have de f ined us .  Our  commi tment  to  p rov id ing  a  h igh-qua l i t y  educat ion ,
roo ted  in  fa i th  and va lues ,  remains  s teadfas t  and w i l l  con t inue a t  MCES-St .  M ichae l  and St .  Mary  Campuses.

We s incere ly  apprec ia te  your  unders tand ing ,  coopera t ion ,  and cont inued suppor t  dur ing  th is  t rans i t iona l
per iod .  As  w i th  any  t rans i t ion ,  there  are  many de ta i l s  to  work  ou t .  P lease unders tand we w i l l  do  our  bes t  to
answer  a l l  o f  your  ques t ions ,  update  you on  progress ,  and re ly  on  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  to  gu ide  us  th roughout  th is
t rans i t ion .

In  Chr is t ,

F r .  Dav id  Burgard             F r .  K ishore  Bat tu          Ky le  Kub ik  
MCES Pastor  De legate      S t .  M ichae l  Pas tor        MCES Execut ive  Pr inc ipa l

WWW.MCESMONROE.COM
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WHAT IS THE REASONING BEHIND THE CLOSURE OF ST.  JOHN SCHOOL CAMPUS? WHY IS THIS
HAPPENING NOW?
In  recent  years ,  there  has  been a  dec l ine  in  ac t ive  par t i c ipa t ion  a t  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Par ish ,  lead ing
to  lower  o f fe r to ry .  S imu l taneous ly ,  the  1916 sec t ion  o f  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Schoo l  Bu i ld ing  has  been
in  need o f  ma in tenance,  inc lud ing  roo f ing ,  w indows,  HVAC and o ther  upgrades  tha t  a re  cos t  p roh ib i t i ve
to  the  par ish  budget  and sav ings  accounts .  The combined cos t  o f  a l l  p ro jec ts  i s  no t  feas ib le  when 2nd,
3rd  and 4 th  g rade cou ld  be  housed a t  the  o ther  MCES Campuses.  Th is  w i l l  a l low MCES and St .  John
Par ish  to  be  good s tewards  o f  resources .
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WHERE WILL 2ND GRADE BE HOUSED?
2nd Grade w i l l  move to  S t .  M ichae l  the  Archange l  Campus,  jo in ing  our  in fan t  th rough 1s t  g rade
s tudents .  They  w i l l  occupy  the  c lassrooms cur ren t ly  used fo r  la tchkey  and mus ic /a r t .

WHERE WILL 3RD & 4TH GRADE BE HOUSED?
3rd  and 4 th  Grade s tudents  w i l l  move to  S t .  Mary  Campus.

WHAT UPGRADES ARE BEING MADE TO ST.  MARY CAMPUS TO ACCOMMODATE THIS CHANGE?
Though pre l im inary ,  upgrades  w i l l  inc lude:  f resh  pa in t  and carpet ,  new s to rage,  rear rangement  o f
s tudent  lockers ,  new marker  and cork  boards  and o ther  cosmet ic  changes w i l l  he lp  b rea the  new l i fe
in to  the  spaces .

HOW WILL 3RD & 4TH GRADERS BE ACCOMMODATED AT ST.  MARY CAMPUS,  AS IT  IS
TRADITIONALLY A MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS?
In  mov ing  to  S t .  Mary  Campus,  3 rd  and 4 th  g rade w i l l  be  occupy ing  rooms 101,  102,  103 and 104.
These c lassrooms are  in  the  south  w ing  o f  the  bu i ld ing  neares t  the  Church  park ing  lo t  and have the i r
own bathrooms.  S tudents  in  3 rd  and 4 th  g rade w i l l  s t i l l  remain  in  se l f -con ta ined c lassrooms and no t
par t i c ipa te  in  the  midd le  schoo l  schedu le  as  5 th -8 th  do .  They  w i l l  a lso  ea t  lunch separa te ly  f rom the
midd le  schoo l  s tudents  in  the  St .  Mary  Par ish  L i fe  Center .  

WHAT UPGRADES ARE BEING MADE TO ST.  MICHAEL CAMPUS TO ACCOMMODATE THIS
CHANGE?
Though pre l im inary ,  upgrades  w i l l  inc lude:  f resh  pa in t  and carpet ,  rear rangement  o f  severa l
c lassrooms and o ther  cosmet ic  changes w i l l  he lp  b rea the  new l i fe  in to  the  spaces .

CAN I  SEE THE NEW 2ND,  3RD & 4TH GRADE CLASSROOMS?
We inv i te  you to  jo in  us  a t  the  MCES Open House on  February  25  f rom 11:00-1 :30  a t  S t .  M ichae l  and
St .  Mary  Campuses.  The rooms wi l l  be  ava i lab le  fo r  v iewing ,  however  they  w i l l  no t  be  comple te ly  se tup
as  they  w i l l  be  used in  fa l l  2024,  s ince  the  fu rn i tu re  and f i x tu res  are  s t i l l  i n  use  a t  the i r  cur ren t
loca t ions .
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WILL STUDENTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THEIR NEW CAMPUS?
Students  w i l l  be  prov ided an  oppor tun i ty  beyond Open House to  v is i t  the i r  new campus dur ing  our
annua l  Move Up Day in  May.

E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L S

WWW.MCESMONROE.COM

WHEN WILL STUDENTS ATTEND MASS?
Our  2nd grade s tudents  w i l l  jo in  the  St .  M ichae l  Campus s tudents  a t  Mass  on  Mondays  in  S t .  M ichae l
Church  a t  8 :15am.  The 3rd  and 4 th  Grade s tudents  w i l l  jo in  5 th  and 6 th  Grade a t  the i r  week ly  Mass  on
Wednesdays  a t  12 :15  in  S t .  Mary  Church .  Add i t iona l l y ,  th is  w i l l  a l low our  s tudents  to  in te rac t  w i th
o ther  g rades  more  f requent ly ,  inc lud ing  the  re -es tab l i shment  o f  our  Grade Budd ies  Program!

WILL THERE BE ANY SCHEDULE CHANGES?
As o f  now,  no  schedu led  changes are  expec ted .  

WHAT WILL DROP OFF AND PICKUP LOOK LIKE?
As we have fo r  12  years ,  MCES wi l l  con t inue to  opera te  a  shut t le  bus  be tween St .  M ichae l  and St .
Mary  u t i l i z ing  the  SMCC Transpor ta t ion  Sys tem.  P ick  up  and drop  o f f  w i l l  take  p lace  in  the  same
format  and gu idance d iagrams w i l l  be  prov ided pr io r  to  the  s ta r t  o f  the  year .

WHAT WILL MCES BE CALLED WITHOUT ST.  JOHN CAMPUS?
MCES is  s t i l l  a  min is t ry  o f  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Par ish  and the  par ish  w i l l  s t i l l  p rov ide  suppor t  to
MCES,  there fore  the  name wi l l  be  unchanged.

HOW WILL ST.  JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH STILL BE INVOLVED IN MCES?
MCES is  s t i l l  a  min is t ry  o f  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Par ish  and the  par ish  w i l l  s t i l l  p rov ide  suppor t  to  MCES
in  the  fo rm o f  the  sacraments ,  pas tora l  suppor t ,  and f inanc ia l  inves tment .  We p lan  to  s t i l l  ce lebra te  an
Al l  Schoo l  Mass  a t  S t .  John the  Bapt is t  Church  and the  Ac t iv i t ies  Bu i ld ing  (Gym and Cafe ter ia )  w i l l  s t i l l
be  used fo r  CYO and o ther  events .

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE ST.  JOHN CAMPUS SCHOOL BUILDING?
The Act iv i t ies  Bu i ld ing  w i l l  s t i l l  be  used as  descr ibed above.  The 1916 C lassroom Bu i ld ing  w i l l  no
longer  be  u t i l i zed  fo r  da i l y  ac t i v i t ies  fo r  the  immedia te  fu tu re  un t i l  the  Archd iocese o f  Det ro i t  and St .
John Par ish  F inance Counc i l  de termine the  nex t  s teps .  

WILL THERE BE ANY STAFFING CHANGES?
There  are  no  p lans  to  mod i fy  the  MCES s ta f f ing  requ i rements  w i th  th is  change.  MCES a l ready  u t i l i zes
shared pos i t ions  among our  th ree  campuses and w i l l  con t inue to  do  so  on  two campuses.


